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Workforce Development 
with MCG 
 
Holy Family Specialized Learning partners with 
Manchester Craftsmen’s Guild on a variety of 
vocational projects. At left, students were 
learning how to transfer plants into the ground 
while simultaneously beautifying our campus. 
All plants were donated by the MCG 
Horticulture Program.  

 

Who We Are 
 
Holy Family Specialized Learning (HF-SL) is a 
licensed, private academic school for 
elementary and secondary students in 
Allegheny and surrounding counties. Students in 
our program are referred due to facing unique 
academic and behavioral challenges within 
their home school districts. HFI Specialized 
Learning staff develop an individualized 
learning plan to help our students cultivate 
constructive behavior, build knowledge and 
achieve academic success.  
 
Many of the students in our program are 
considered at-risk. Our model of care and 
school-wide Positive Behavior Support Program 
create a safe, predictable, trauma-informed 
environment for learning. Additionally, Holy 
Family Institute is able to offer other support 
programs that include in-school counseling, 
substance use disorder outpatient treatment, 
SNAP (Stop Now and Plan), outpatient mental 
health services, energy assistance, and more. 

  

Classroom 3 is busy finding science in everyday life.  They have explored energy 
and motion with various experiments, including making Newton's Cradles, solar 
ovens, sound sandwiches and egg protection.  We also explored identification of 
properties with SOAP.  Through science, Classroom 3 is developing critical thinking 
skills that can be applied to all subjects and life situations.  



 

 

 
 
 

 Specialized Learning for the 
Whole Child 

 

 
 
Amber’s nine-year-old son, Darrell, enrolled at Holy Family Specialized Learning after experiencing 
what she calls “extremely rough situations” at several other elementary schools. Darrell had been 
physically separated from other children dozens of times due to his behavioral and emotional 
challenges. On multiple occasions, Amber was told that her son would need medication to function in a 
classroom setting.  

 
After receiving personalized attention from the staff at Holy Family Specialized Learning, however, 
Amber is amazed at the dramatic progress her son has made. “I love that school,” she says. “My son has 
definitely moved forward in an extremely positive way. They welcome him warmly every day with open 
arms, and they provide a ton of emotional support to him. My baby is able to be focused on school every 
morning.”  
 

This positive experience has not only prepared Darrell to succeed in the classroom but has also 
improved his behavior at home, strengthened his relationships with his siblings, and given Amber peace 
of mind during the school day. “I was used to always having to leave my job,” Amber says, referring to 
days when she would drive to school and pick Darrell up early. “I was so used to going to the IEP 
meetings every week to add new things for him to work on that I felt sure he would get a suspension 
when he went to Holy Family. Instead, they just called and let me know that everything was fine. And if 
I do feel curious, it’s okay for me to call and ask how he is doing, no matter the time of day.”  
 

Darrell’s experience at Holy Family Specialized Learning has been so transformative that Amber now 
hopes to enroll his younger brother at the school. “This has been one of the best decisions I have ever 
made for Darrell in my life,” she says. “I’m so glad. I’m so happy we’re able to move forward on this 
positive journey.”  
 
 

Holiday Workshop for Students!  
  
Each Christmas, HF-SL hosts a Holiday Workshop where students can “shop” for their families! This 
year is looking a little different due to health and safety precautions and we will only be able 
to accept new items or gift cards. Examples of donated items in the past: candles, perfume/cologne, 
mugs, picture frames, sports memorabilia, jewelry, home decor items, ornaments, toys, beauty 
supplies, etc. Other items that we are asking for with the donations: wrapping paper, gift bags, bows, 
ribbons, cards, gift tags, and batteries. 
  
Donations can be delivered to the office at the Seville Campus (100 Enger Ave.) or HFI’s Main Campus 
(8235 Ohio River Blvd.) by December 10th. Please contact the school with any questions.  

 

  
 

 

   

 

Website: 

Hfispecializedlearning.org  

Contact: 

412-586-0160 
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